Fall soil testing…. Improving the next crop
The best lawns, gardens and crops all have one thing in common – good soil.  A soil test allows you to make educated decisions on the choice of crops for your soil quality and chemistry and to help plan which Spring inputs will be required to grow the best crop.    

The best time to soil test is in the fall, as soon as the equipment has left the field.  Why is fall the best time to soil sample?  The advantages are significant.

 

Firstly, collecting soil samples requires selecting a number of sites throughout the field in order to obtain a representative sample of the field.  Sampling will take into account the regions where crops were thriving versus low production areas so that the resulting soil sample is representative of the field.
 

Secondly, soil that is undisturbed allows the sampler to take a very accurate core.  Tillage fluffs the soil and makes sampling to accurate core depths difficult.

 

Third point, turn around time in the spring is an issue.  Spring sampling can be a logistical nightmare as labs are busy rushing samples for spring samplers, agronomists are busy putting together plans and customers do not have time to go over the information to make informed decisions.

 

The biggest reason for soil testing in the fall is the ability to take advantage of agronomists time.  Once information is back from the lab agronomists can put together plans, they can go over them with the grower and the grower can make good informed cropping decisions.  If a plan is in place early growers have the ability to take advantage of dips and drops in fertilizer prices.  Traditionally we have seen major dips in urea and phosphate prices during the non- cropping months that result in major savings for growers.

 

When soil sampling we encourage growers to take advantage of our GPS sampling program.  We have the latest GPS equipment and can track where soil samples were taken, weak spots in the field, field size and crop production numbers. Our GPS equipment will assist with building an efficient crop nutrition plan and save money by applying fertilizer per acre on accurate farm acres. 

