Deer Control

Many people enjoy the sight of deer wandering through their property. They welcome these graceful beasts into their yard out of the mere joy of seeing them. But when they begin browsing through our gardens and demolishing our crops, our love for them begins to dwindle. Let’s remember that an adult deer can eat up to 10 pounds of your carefully cared for garden every day. They also carry ticks that can cause Lyme disease and are threatening many wild plants and animals with extinction. It’s not that they’re evil spirited creatures, they’re just very hungry all the time, and a little bit annoying most of the time. So here are some solutions to getting these hedge hungry herbivores out of our plants and into our hearts.


How you go about deer-proofing your plants all depends on your budget and the severity of the deer problem. The only guaranteed way of stopping deer is a fence. It should be a tall one too. To be an absolute barrier a 7 or 8 ft high fence is what you’ll need and luckily for you, Purity Feed carries DeWitt mesh deer fencing, made from ¾ inch polypropylene mesh and treated for UV resistance as well as the very popular and effective X-treme deer barrier, which is also UV resistant. Rolls come in 100ft and 350ft. Now all you need to erect your deer-thwarting fence are the posts, which Purity Feed very conveniently supplies in both steel and treated wood varieties. If a large fence isn’t your style and you’re looking for something a little more low key, you can install a shorter 3ft animal fence and string wires across the top at about a 1½ ft intervals. This won’t be quite as effective but it should keep most deer away.


For those of you who don’t want to put the time, effort or money into building a fence, your best solution is a good dog. Border Collies or other working dogs work best as your toy poodle might have a hard time intimidating an eight-point buck and your bulldog might just be a bit too lazy to chase it around. If dogs and fences are out of the question, don’t worry. You still have a shot at keeping those nasty deer out of the petunias.


Repellents are popular for areas where deer are an occasional problem. They can be found in many varieties, most of which are essentially bloodmeal. Purity Feed comes to the rescue yet again, supplying you with bloodmeal in small 1.2kg pails or large and more economical 20 kg bags. Simply sprinkle a solid line of bloodmeal along the base of any plants that might be victimized by those pesky deer. Reapply every 3-5 days depending on rainfall. Repellents that aren’t bloodmeal based typically smell strongly of rotten eggs and garlic and while you shouldn’t smell them once they’ve dried out, the deer are certainly going to taste them. It’s important to apply these repellents 2-3 feet off the ground and reapply every 4 weeks or after a heavy rain. If you don’t want to spray your plants you can try soaking a clothesline and hanging it in front of plants that need protecting. You may be tempted to try mothballs or predator urine like coyote or wolf. Predator urine is obtained in a very cruel fashion and mothballs are toxic for both you and your pets.


This summer, be the bamboozlement of Bambi himself. Keep deer from trampling over the plants you’ve worked so hard to grow. Protect your property and enjoy those deer from afar. Come to Purity Feed because deer are just as beautiful in the neighbor’s yard.

