Choosing the Right Fertilizer


Purity Feed offers a variety of fertilizers and selecting the right one is crucial element in the quality of your lawn. Purity Feed’s experts are always ready to answer any questions you might have about fertilizing but if you’re looking for a head start, here’s some fertilizer basics to help you off the blocks.

Every Fertilizer should have three numbers boldly printed on the bag. Each number represents the percentage of a certain element in your fertilizer. The first number, and probably the most important, is nitrogen. Nitrogen encourages upward growth, and makes your lawn greener. The Second number is phosphorous. Phosphorous helps in root growth (it also increases flowering ability and bloom size in plants). The third number belongs to potassium, which not only aids in root development and the process of photosynthesis, but also plays a key role in protecting your lawn from disease, drought and cold. A high potassium fertilizer is often a good idea at the start of summer or winter to protect the grass from temperature extremes.  Now that you know what the numbers mean, some of you who made it through elementary school math might be wondering, “Why don’t these numbers add up to one hundred?” Well there’s more to your fertilizer than N-P-K. Sulfur, magnesium, and iron are just some of the other ingredients commonly found in fertilizer to either help your fertilizer last longer (some slow release fertilizers are coated in sulfur) or absorb into the soil more efficiently and evenly. Things get a little more complicated when PH levels of the soil are taken in to effect. For the more discerning gardener, soil samples are available to pin point exactly which nutrients are needed. Luckily for the average homeowner, all of Purity Feed’s Fertilizer is locally produced to meet the needs of soil in the Thompson-Okanagan.

Hopefully this makes buying fertilizer a little easier, but if you need to know more we’re happy to help. Next time your lawn needs a boost, get the right stuff; come to Purity Feed.

